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News for Immediate Release 
May 18, 2012 
Contact: Katie McKalip, 406-240-9262, kmckalip@trcp.org            
 
 


Montana Sportsmen Support EPA Assessment  
of Bristol Bay, Alaska watershed  


 


Call for protection for North America’s largest salmon run, threatened by proposed Pebble Mine  
 


  
MISSOULA, Mont. – Responding to the release of the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
assessment of the Bristol Bay, Alaska watershed, leaders of Montana’s recreational angling 
community urged the federal government to take action to safeguard the bay’s irreplaceable 
fisheries and stop the proposed Pebble Mine, the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 
announced today. 
 
“Montana anglers understand the importance of healthy fisheries to our outdoor 
opportunities, our local economies and our way of life,” said Bruce Farling, Executive 
Director of Montana Trout Unlimited.  “We applaud the EPA’s actions in support of 
conserving the nation’s greatest remaining wild salmon run in Alaska’s Bristol Bay.” 
 
Released today, the EPA’s “Watershed Assessment” of Bristol Bay, confirms that the bay has the 
largest salmon runs in North America and is a unique global fishery. Up to 40 million sockeye 
salmon return to the bay annually en route to their spawning grounds. This irreplaceable fishery 
would be jeopardized by the Pebble Mine, which would produce 10 billion tons of toxic waste 
during its existence.  
 
“Bristol Bay is too important a fishery to risk on a large-scale mine like Pebble,” said K.C. 
Walsh, owner and president of Simms Fishing Products, located in Bozeman, Montana. 
“Conserving Bristol Bay is important to our customers and to the future of jobs in 
recreational angling and related businesses. We commend the EPA’s decision and ask 
President Obama to secure Bristol Bay once and for all.” 
 
The federal assessment issued today will form the basis of an EPA decision on whether to initiate 
a 404c process under the Clean Water Act to protect the waters and wetlands that comprise 
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Bristol Bay. Section 404(c) authorizes the EPA, after public hearings and a science review 
process, to conserve water resources that are important to for fish spawning and wildlife habitat. 
  
“Montana anglers join other sportsmen, Alaska tribes, native corporations, commercial 
fishermen and others in urging the EPA to exercise its authority under the federal Clean 
Water Act to restrict or prohibit disposal of mine waste into the Bristol Bay,” said Dan 
Vermillion of Sweetwater Travel in Livingston, Montana, whose company owns two lodges in 
Bristol Bay. “Not only would the Pebble Mine affect my family and our business, but it also 
would impact the livelihoods of the Montana guides we employ as well as the hundreds of 
Montanans who travel to Alaska each summer to work in both the commercial and 
sportfishing industries. These valuable public resources must be conserved.” 
 
Forty-two Montana-based outdoor and retail organizations and businesses, including Mystery 
Ranch Backpacks, R.L. Winston Rod Company, and Yellow Dog Flyfishing Adventures, have 
signed a letter  urging EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson “to use all the tools at your disposal to 
protect a sport fishing and hunting destination that is unrivaled in America and perhaps the 
world, for this and future generations of sportsmen and women.” 
 
“Recreationally, economically and culturally, Bristol Bay is the single most important wild 
salmon fishery in the world,” said Joel Webster, director of the TRCP Center for Western 
Lands, who lives in Missoula, Mont. “Sport fishing in the bay generates $60 million annually 
and supports more than 800 full- and part-time jobs. Anglers in Montana and across the 
nation offer thanks to the EPA for acknowledging the importance of Bristol Bay – and the 
disastrous impacts of the Pebble Mine.”  
 
The EPA is taking public comments on the draft Bristol Bay watershed assessment through July 
23.  
 
 
Learn more about sportsmen’s work to save Bristol Bay.  
 


Inspired by the legacy of Theodore Roosevelt, the TRCP is a coalition of organizations  
and grassroots partners working together to preserve the traditions  


of hunting and fishing. 
 


If for any reason you would like to stop receiving materials from the TRCP, simply reply to this message with 
“REMOVE” in the subject line. 


 


 


 


 


 



http://www.savebristolbay.org/sites/www.savebristolbay.org/files/documents/Bristol%20Bay%20Lisa%20Jackson_MT%20Targets_404c%20letter_May%202012.pdf
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For Immediate Release 
Friday, May 18, 2012 
 
CONTACT 
Gaspar Perricone 
(970)846-0669 
gaspar@bullmoosesportsmen.org 


 


Colorado Sportsmen Support EPA Findings in Bristol Bay Analysis 


39 hunting and fishing organizations and businesses urge protection of the region 


DENVER – The Bull Moose Sportsmen’s Alliance, along with thirty-eight Colorado outdoor 
groups and leaders, today endorsed the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) watershed 
assessment of Bristol Bay, Alaska, which is home to one of the most productive native salmon 
fisheries in the world and threatened by the proposed Pebble Mine. 


The EPA assessment, released earlier this week, provides a comprehensive evaluation of 
potential impacts to the watersheds and the fisheries of the proposed Pebble Mine in Bristol Bay.  
The watershed assessment found that Bristol Bay’s wild salmon fishery is a one-of-a-kind with 
up to 40 million sockeye salmon returning annually.  It also indicated that the proposed mine 
would have a significant impact on the water quality and the habitat that sustains Alaska’s 
unique game populations.  


 “I have heard from sportsmen across Colorado who have urged protection for Bristol 
Bay.  This world-class fishing destination deserves to be recognized as the economic driver 
that it is,” said Senator Michael Bennet. 


Supportive Colorado sportsmen are also urging the agency to take the next logical step to protect 
Bristol Bay from inappropriate mining development by crafting restrictions that would protect 
Bristol Bay’s wild salmon population and the local economies supported they the fishery.  


Thirty-nine Colorado-based outdoor and retail organizations and businesses, including Scott Fly 
Rod Company, Colorado Trout Unlimited, and Trout’s Fly Fishing, signed a letter urging EPA 
Administrator Lisa Jackson “to use all the tools at your disposal to protect a sport fishing and 
hunting destination that is unrivaled in America and perhaps the world, for this and future 
generations of sportsmen and women.” 


“Bristol Bay is the crown jewel of Alaska's sport fishing, attracting anglers and fishing 
guides from around the globe - including nearly 11,000 anglers from Colorado in 2010,” 
said Jim Bartschi, President of Colorado-based Scott Fly Rod Company.  “Ensuring Bristol  
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Bay’s protection is not only critical to anglers throughout Colorado and the nation but also 
for local businesses and economies.” 


Another 19 national sporting organizations also signed the letter, including the Colorado-based 
American Fly Fishing Trade Association, the Dallas Safari Club, and the Theodore Roosevelt 
Conservation Partnership.  In total, over 525 hunting and angling groups and businesses support 
action by the EPA to protect Bristol Bay. 


“Colorado’s sportsmen and women understand that Bristol Bay is a unique place with 
incomparable fish and wildlife habitat,” said Gaspar Perricone, director of the Bull Moose 
Sportsmen’s Alliance. “They are fighting to protect these abundant natural resources from 
the threats of a massive open-pit mine.” 


The proposed Pebble Mine poses numerous significant and potentially long-lasting threats to 
Bristol Bay’s nine major rivers and a wetland preserve larger than the state of Kentucky. The 
mine would cover 28 square miles of land, including an open-pit up to 4,000 feet deep and 2.3 
miles wide. It would require nine linear miles of earthen dams up to 740-feet tall to store and 
treat 10 billion tons of acid-laced mine waste forever. 


Following the release of the assessment, under section 404 (c) of the Clean Water Act, the EPA 
can now prescribe specific conditions that would limit or prevent the development of mega-scale 
hard rock mines such as the Pebble project or deny required federal dredge and fill permits for 
toxic material.  


The EPA is taking public comments on the draft Bristol Bay watershed assessment through July 
23.  


For more information visit www.BullMooseSportsmen.org or contact  
 (303) 534.2855 or info@BullMooseSportsmen.org 
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For immediate release 
Friday, May 18, 2012 
Contact: Joel Gay or Jeremy Vesbach, NMWF 
 
 
NM sportsmen applaud EPA review of Bristol Bay, Alaska 


 


Anglers, hunters urge agency to stop inappropriate mining there 
 
Albuquerque – The New Mexico Wildlife Federation, along with 24 New Mexico outdoor 
groups and leaders, thanks the Environmental Protection Agency for its thorough report on the 
Bristol Bay watershed in Alaska. They also urge the agency to take the next logical step to 
protect Bristol Bay from inappropriate, mega-mining by crafting restrictions that would prevent 
toxic materials from migrating into fish-bearing streams and rivers. 
 
The comprehensive science has found that Bristol Bay is a one-of-a-kind fishery on a global 
scale, with up to 40 million sockeye salmon returning every year. The region currently has a 
sustainable economy based on healthy lands and waters that would be jeopardized by the 
proposed Pebble Mine.  
 
“Hunting or fishing in Alaska is on the wish-list of virtually every New Mexico sportsman and 
woman, and they understand that Bristol Bay is a one-of-a-kind place that must be protected for 
future generations,” said Jeremy Vesbach, executive director of the New Mexico Wildlife 
Federation. “We hope the Obama Administration will protect these abundant natural resources 
from mega-mining before it’s too late.” 
 
Twenty-five New Mexico outdoor organizations and sporting goods businesses, including New 
Mexico Trout, Charlie’s Sporting Goods and Southwest Consolidated Sportsmen, signed a letter 
urging EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson “to use all the tools at your disposal to protect a sport 
fishing and hunting destination that is unrivaled in America and perhaps the world, for this and 
future generations of sportsmen and women.” 
 
“I’ve had the good fortune to fish many places, and there’s no place in the universe like Bristol 
Bay. It’s not a place you can rebuild once it’s lost,” said Bob Gerding, radio host and owner of 
Bob Gerding’s Outdoor Adventures. “I thank the EPA for its thorough assessment report and 
hope the agency will take steps to conserve this unique fishery and habitat.” 
 
The proposed Pebble Mine poses numerous significant and potentially long-lasting threats to 
Bristol Bay’s nine major rivers and a wetland the size of Kentucky. The mine would cover 28 
square miles of land, including an open pit 4,000 feet deep and 2.3 miles wide. It would require 
nine linear miles of earthen dams up to 740 feet high to store and treat 10 billion tons of acid-
laced mine waste in perpetuity. 


Sportsmen working to protect New Mexico’s outdoor way of life since 1914 
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Sportsmen working to protect New Mexico’s outdoor way of life since 1914 


 
 
“The EPA’s report demonstrates why Bristol Bay must be protected and why Pebble is the 
wrong mine in the wrong place,” said Eli Huffman, an Albuquerque resident and owner of 
Jake’s Nushagak Salmon Camp. “Bristol Bay’s fisheries generate roughly $500 million a year 
for the regional economy and support 12,000 jobs in the commercial and sport fishing industries, 
as well as countless businesses like mine.” 
 
The EPA can use its power under section 404 (c) of the Clean Water Act to develop specific 
conditions that would limit or prevent development of mega-scale hard rock mines such as the 
Pebble project or deny required federal dredge and fill permits for toxic material. 
 
U.S. Rep. Martin Heinrich encouraged EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson to conduct the 
watershed assessment after hearing concerns from constituents about the potential impact Pebble 
Mine could have on the world-famous Bristol Bay fishery. In a letter to Jackson, Heinrich noted 
that “…it is essential to gather and evaluate the best available science before making a decision” 
on future mining activity in the Bristol Bay drainage. “Should this scientific review determine 
that pollution from a large scale mine would have unacceptable impacts on water quality and fish 
stocks, I would support efforts by the EPA to protect Bristol Bay,” he concluded. 
 
The EPA is taking public comments on the draft Bristol Bay watershed assessment through July 
23.  
 
For more information, contact Joel Gay at (505) 573-4191 or Jeremy Vesbach at (505) 264-5500. 
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Cantwell: EPA Study of Bristol Bay Confirms Risk to WA Fishing Jobs



EPA Issues Draft Study Detailing Likely Impacts of Large-Scale Mining in Bristol Bay



WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA) released the following statement on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) draft watershed assessment that analyzed the potential impact of a major development project in Bristol Bay, Alaska.



“The watershed assessment released today is an important step towards protecting wild Bristol Bay salmon and the thousands of Washington state jobs that rely on them,” Cantwell said. “This draft report validates the concerns of the Alaska and Washington fishing fleets that the proposed Pebble Mine could have devastating impacts to the Pacific Northwest’s maritime economy.



Thousands of Washington state jobs -- including commercial and recreational fishing, processing, shipbuilding and the restaurant industry -- depend on healthy, sustainable wild salmon populations.  Bristol Bay is the most productive salmon run in the world, generating a total value of approximately $500 million dollars each year and supporting 14,000 full and part-time jobs.



“I will continue to fight to protect Washington jobs and to ensure that any decisions on major Bristol Bay development are made based on sound science,” Cantwell continued. “I’m glad that the EPA will be holding a public meeting in Seattle that will enable Washingtonians to weigh in on the potential impact of any large scale Bristol Bay development.”



Earlier in May, Cantwell asked EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson to hold a public meeting in Washington state, following the release of the draft watershed assessment.



[bookmark: _GoBack]In a September letter to Jackson, Cantwell became the first U.S. Senator to call on the EPA to use its Clean Water Act 404(c) authority to block any large development project in Bristol Bay if science determined that the project would “have unacceptable adverse impacts on water quality and the fish stocks that depend on it.” 



“Bristol Bay is an American jobs factory, providing more than 12,000 jobs in the commercial fishing and seafood processing industries. Nearly 1,000 Washingtonians hold permits to fish Bristol Bay commercially, and they turn around and hire crew and buy supplies and services that support countless other businesses,” said Ben Blakey, a second-generation fishing captain from Bainbridge Island. “We hope the EPA and the Obama Administration will make sure that Washington’s stakeholders are heard as they assess the state and scope of this world-class fishery.”



“Thanks to Sen. Cantwell for standing up for Bristol Bay’s one of a kind fishery and all of the jobs in Washington and Alaska that rely on it,” said John Fairbanks, commercial fisherman from Bellingham and board member of the Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association. “Senator Cantwell has been a champion on this issue and fishermen around the country appreciate her leadership.”



Nearly 1,000 Washingtonians hold commercial fishing permits in Bristol Bay. In 2008, Bristol Bay yielded over $113 million dollars in total value for Washington state commercial fishers. Recreational salmon fishers yielded an additional $75 million for Washington state businesses alone. 



“The fishermen from Washington who fish commercially in Bristol Bay spend money in Washington state getting their boats and nets ready for the season, buying supplies and more. And they spend money in Alaska on fuel, supplies and services, supporting another regional economy,” Said Brendan Flynn, a Puget Sound and Bristol Bay fisherman from Lopez Island, Wash. “People in Washington have a lot at stake when it comes to the health of Bristol Bay’s sockeye runs and we want a voice in the process.”

	

“Our customers know Bristol Bay is one of the premier sport fishing destinations on the planet,” said Travis Campbell, CEO of Sage Manufacturing, a manufacturer of fly fishing rods and other angling equipment, and employer of 180 people on Bainbridge Island. “People in Washington state are very invested in both the sport and commercial fishery of Bristol Bay.”



In addition to commercial fishery jobs, nearly all the major seafood corporations that process Bristol Bay catches are based in Washington, including Snopac Products, Peter Pan Seafoods, Ocean Beauty, Alaska General Seafoods, Icicle, North Pacific Seafoods, and Leader Creek.



“The connections between Washington and Alaska’s economies from the Bristol Bay fishery run deep,” said Norm Van Vactor, of Leader Creek Fisheries, a Seattle seafood processing company. “Bristol Bay’s sockeye salmon runs support thousands of jobs, feed people around the world and support countless businesses like ours.”



###
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EPA Release of Draft Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment  
 


Anchorage, AK - Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released its long-awaited draft of the 
Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment, which it prepared based on scientific information from state and federal 
expert agencies, Pebble mine proponents and others.  Its draft findings are that the clean and plentiful waters of 
Bristol Bay support a world-class wild salmon fishery that supports the cultures and subsistence needs of local 
people.  As we know, Bristol Bay salmon also support a greater than 125-year-old commercial salmon fishery, 
and world-class sportfishing opportunities, both of which support important sustainable economies in the region.  
The draft assessment finds that, even if the Pebble mining plans work perfectly, there would be a direct loss of 55 
to 87 miles of salmon streams, a large reduction in water flow that would reduce salmon, trout and Dolly Varden 
production, and harm downstream areas as well.  If the Pebble mining infrastructure fails, moreover, salmon and 
other fish would be impacted for decades if not forever, including the “near-complete loss of North Fork Koktuli 
River fish populations.” (Exec Summary at ES-19), and the loss of “28% of the Chinook salmon run in the 
Nushagak River...” (ES-20). 
  
The EPA is planning to hold public meetings regarding the assessment in Anchorage and throughout the Bristol 
Bay region.  Information on the public meetings and how to submit comments is available at 
http://www.epa.gov/region10/bristolbay/.  
 
The draft watershed assessment is available at http://www.epa.gov/region10/bristolbay/. 
 
Links to the draft watershed assessment, the meeting schedule and other resources may also be found at 
http://www.PebbleWatch.com, a Bristol Bay Native Corporation (BBNC) resource to keep shareholders up to 
date on Pebble. 
 
Statement of Jason Metrokin, President and CEO of Bristol Bay Native Corporation, on the EPA’s Draft Bristol 
Bay Watershed Assessment: 
 


BBNC appreciates EPA’s scientific effort in creating its Draft Watershed Assessment, which provides 
Bristol Bay residents an unprecedented resource for reviewing current scientific knowledge about our 
region and helping determine the sustainability of potential development.  What we have read so far 
suggests that EPA’s draft findings regarding mining the Pebble deposit largely align with our own:  The 
science exists now to show that the proposed Pebble mine does not fit with a sustainable future for Bristol 
Bay, and should not be allowed to proceed. 
 
BBNC continues to review the draft, and will contribute more detailed input and response during EPA’s 
public comment process.  BBNC will have a presence at the upcoming public meetings in Anchorage and 
in the Bristol Bay region.  We encourage our shareholders, area residents and the general public to 
participate as well, by reviewing the document and taking the opportunity to provide input to EPA.   
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Background 
 
About the Assessment: The Draft Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment is the culmination of nearly fourteen 
months of work by the EPA to collect and synthesize all available scientific information about the Bristol Bay 
Watershed – in particular the Nushagak and Kvichak drainages—into one comprehensive analysis.  The purpose 
of the assessment is to better understand how future large-scale development projects may affect water quality and 
Bristol Bay’s salmon fishery, an extraordinary salmon resource for the United States.   
 
The EPA is using a rigorous scientific process to complete the watershed assessment that includes participation 
from federal and state agencies, public and industry input, tribal consultation, and a scientific peer review.   
The watershed of the Bristol Bay region appears uniquely designed to produce salmon, with the majority of 
Bristol Bay salmon originating and developing in the Nushagak and Kvichak drainages.  These salmon are critical 
to the subsistence and culture of Bristol Bay residents.  Most of the communities in Bristol Bay are self-reliant, 
and do not have interconnected road and utility systems.  The vast majority of households rely on subsistence 
fishing and hunting for a large percentage of their food.  Salmon harvesting is essential to the continued social and 
cultural viability of the region’s people. 
 
Bristol Bay supports the largest sockeye salmon fishery in the world and supplies nearly 50 percent of the world’s 
commercial wild sockeye salmon supply.  As such, commercial fishing is essential to the region’s economy.  The 
commercial fishing and seafood processing industries employ approximately 12,000 people annually in Bristol 
Bay, and those jobs produce more than $160,000,000 in annual earnings and wages.   
 
About BBNC:  BBNC is one of 13 Alaska Native Regional Corporations formed under the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of 1971.  The corporation has over 9,000 Eskimo, Aleut, and Athabascan shareholders with 
ancestral ties to the Bristol Bay region.  BBNC supports responsible resource development, defined as 
development that is fiscally, environmentally and socially sustainable, serving the long-term interests of our 
people, our region, and our businesses.   
 
More information can be found at www.bbnc.net. 
 
About Pebble Watch:  Pebble Watch is a communications initiative of the BBNC Land Department to keep 
BBNC shareholders and interested parties up-to-date on the proposed Pebble mine project.  Pebble Watch does 
not seek to reflect current BBNC Board or corporation views, but focuses on the mission of informing BBNC 
shareholders on the project's development and permitting process, including how to access and understand 
available resources and scientific data.  The project consists of a web site, Facebook updates and educational 
publications related to science and permitting. 
 
More information is at www.pebblewatch.com. 
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CONTACT: Lindsey Bloom, Bristol Bay fisherman, F/V Rainy Dawn, Commercial Fishermen for 


Bristol Bay & Director of Alaska Independent Fishermen’s Marketing Association, (907) 723-


3662 


 


CONTACT: Fritz Johnson, Bristol Bay Fisherman, F/V Jazz, Commercial Fishermen for Bristol Bay 


& Director Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association, (907) 843-1593 


 


Assessment of the Bristol Bay watershed confirms mega mine could threaten 


Bristol Bay; fishermen call for protection of jobs and the world’s most valuable 


salmon run 


 


Anchorage – Responding to the Environmental Protection Agency’s release of a scientific 


assessment of Alaska’s Bristol Bay watershed, commercial fishermen in Alaska and across the 


country are urging the EPA to uphold standards under the Clean Water Act and take action to 


protect the fishery from any adverse impacts associated with large-scale mine development. 


The report confirms that large-scale hard rock mining threatens America’s largest salmon run 


and the thousands of salmon jobs and industry that depend upon it.  


 


“The EPA’s scientific report makes it clear Pebble Mine’s plan to dig a hole displacing 10 billion 


tons of waste material is bad for Bristol Bay’s fish and salmon habitat,” said Lindsey Bloom, a 


leader of Commercial Fishermen for Bristol Bay, a national coalition of 95 American commercial 


fishing organizations and industry-related businesses. “The EPA should take the next logical 


step and prohibit or restrict toxic mine waste in the Bristol Bay watershed.”  


 


The assessment finds that Bristol Bay’s annual runs of 40 million sockeye salmon on average 


make it the largest and most valuable single salmon run in the United States. 


 


“Too many American fisheries have been wrecked by habitat damage and chemical pollution,” 


said Robin Samuelsen of Dillingham. “This may be our country’s last chance to get it right the 


first time. Bristol Bay is the largest and most valuable salmon fishery on the planet, and this is 


where the American people are drawing the line.” 


 


The EPA has now opened a 60-day public comment period on its scientific assessment and 


invites the public to read the report and submit comments. Comments can be submitted online 


at this link or via e-mail at ORD.Docket@epa.gov 


 







“It’s important for people to comment on this assessment and let the EPA know that our 


nation’s largest renewable salmon resource should not be traded for corporate profit,” said 


Katherine Carscallen, a third-generation Bristol Bay fisherman and CFBB spokesperson. “We 


need the entire nation to help protect Bristol Bay, not only for our jobs but for the renewable 


salmon runs which make up nearly half the sockeye salmon supply on earth.” 


 


The EPA’s 339-page report is the product of more than a year of data review, scientific analysis 


and hearings in the region. It is also being reviewed by a panel of peer experts.  


 


"Bristol Bay’s sockeye salmon are too important to risk with the nation’s largest open-pit mine. 


We have concerns about damaging the value of the seafood industry in Alaska and beyond,” 


said Bill Adler of the Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association. “We encourage EPA to consider 


careful restrictions that protect Bristol Bay and our nation's fisheries."  


 


For more information, visit: www.fishermenforbristolbay.org 
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Shoren Brown, Bristol Bay campaign director, sbrown@tu.org; 202-674-2380 
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Sportsmen applaud EPA’s assessment of Bristol Bay, Alaska; 


Call on President Obama for swift action to protect fishery, jobs, and economy 


Washington, D.C. - Hunting and fishing groups across the country voiced support for the Environmental 


Protection Agency’s comprehensive, scientific assessment of Bristol Bay. The 339-page assessment 


recognizes Bristol Bay as a singular, unmatched global fishery for sockeye salmon and highlights the 


imminent threats from the proposed Pebble mine.   


“Sportsmen and women thank the EPA.  This report makes clear what hunters and anglers, thousands of 


outdoor-related industries, commercial fishermen, jewelers, and people from Alaska already knew: 


Bristol Bay is the most important fishery on the planet,” said Chris Wood, President and CEO of Trout 


Unlimited. “Now it’s time for President Obama to stand up for sportsmen and protect this fishery and 


the 14,000 American jobs it supports and the $500 million in annual economic revenues it generates.” 


The assessment also concludes that: 


 Bristol Bay’s wild salmon fishery and other natural resources provide at least 14,000 full and 
part-time jobs and is valued at about $480 million annually.  


 The average annual run of sockeye salmon is about 37.5 million fish.  


 Even at its minimum size, mining the Pebble deposit would eliminate or block 55 to 87 miles 
of salmon streams and at least 2500 acres of wetlands – key habitat for sockeye and other 
fishes.  


 EPA evaluated four types of large-scale mine failures, and found that even though precise 
estimates of failure probabilities cannot be made, evidence from other large mines suggest 
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that “at least one or more accidents of failures could occur, potentially resulting in immediate, 
severe impacts on salmon and detrimental, long-term impacts on salmon habitat.”  


 


Sportsmen are united in their support for the EPA to use its power under the Clean Water Act’s section 


404(c) to protect Bristol Bay from the proposed Pebble Mine, which, if permitted, would become North 


America’s largest open-pit mine and produce up to 10 billion tons of toxic mine waste that must be 


treated and stored in perpetuity. 


 


“Bristol Bay is exactly the kind of place that Theodore Roosevelt was talking about when he said it’s our 


responsibility to conserve great habitat and wildlife,” said Whit Fosburgh, President and CEO of the 


Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership. “Protecting Bristol Bay is a bipartisan issue, with deep 


and broad support.” 


A recent poll of sportsmen in 13 battleground election states found that two-thirds of hunters and 


anglers support EPA action that places restrictions on the permits necessary to build the proposed 


Pebble Mine, which would be 20 times larger than all of the mines in Alaska combined. The sportsmen 


polled leaned conservative or Republican more than 2-to-1 over Democrats, 41% to 17%. Thirty-six 


percent identified themselves as independents. 


Sportsmen overwhelmingly support proactive, commonsense restrictions that allow responsible 


development in the region and also protect the fisheries and natural resources of Bristol Bay.  


“The EPA is taking the right steps with its comprehensive assessment of Bristol Bay.  This deliberate and 


careful action will lead to an objective decision that conserves the fishery and related resources of the 


Bristol Bay region,” said Gordon Robertson, vice president of the American Sportfishing Association. 


“The sportfishing industry and anglers strongly support the EPA’s actions to protect Bristol Bay.”  


More than 500 hunting and angling groups across the country sent a letter to EPA Administrator Lisa 


Jackson asking the agency "to proactively fulfill its mission to protect the environment and human 


health in Bristol Bay, AK by using its authority under Clean Water Act Section 404(c) to withdraw waters 


and wetlands in the headwaters of the Bristol Bay watershed from future specification as disposal sites 


for dredge and fill activity associated with mining operations.” 


“We’ve invested deeply in conservation efforts in Southwest Alaska and our members treasure the 


Bristol Bay region’s excellent big game hunting and sport fishing. Because the risks are too great for fish, 


wildlife and wild places, we fully support EPA action to protect Bristol Bay from inappropriate mining,” 


said Dr. Richard Allen, past president of the Dallas Safari Club and the Dallas Ecological Foundation. 
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